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(57) ABSTRACT

Thereis provided an antenna device including: a finite ground
plane; a feeding point; feed antenna elements arranged in a
radial fashion around the feeding point at a height from the
finite ground plane; a selector switch to connect a first end of
a feed antenna element selected from the feed antenna ele-
ments to the feeding point; and parasitic elements arranged
correspondingly to the feed antenna elements, in which a first
end thereof is connected to the finite ground plane and a
portion including a second end thereof'is capacitively coupled
with the feed antenna element corresponding thereto,
wherein a first length of the parasitic element is approxi-
mately a quarter of a wavelength of a radio frequency to be
used, and a length from the second end of the feed antenna
element to the feeding point is shorter than the first length of
the parasitic element.

14 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
ANTENNA DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
069684, filed on Mar. 26, 2012, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate to an antenna device,
and to a configuration of a variable radiation directivity
antenna, for example.

BACKGROUND

There is conventionally proposed an antenna device that
has a configuration in which a plurality of parasitic elements
with one ends respectively connected to variable reactance
elements are arranged around a feed monopole antenna on a
ground plane.

In the above-described antenna device, because the vari-
able reactance element is used for each of the plurality of
parasitic elements arranged around the feed monopole
antenna, there is a problem that the number of components
increases thereby to increase cost.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a diagram of an antenna device according to a first
embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional diagram of the antenna device
illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an antenna device according to a
second embodiment; and

FIG. 4is a diagram that illustrates one example of radiation
directivity obtained by the antenna device according to the
second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to some embodiments, there is provided an
antenna device including: a finite ground plane, a feeding
point, a plurality of feed antenna elements, a selector switch
and a plurality of parasitic elements.

The feeding point is provided on the finite ground plane.
The feed antenna elements are arranged in a radial fashion
around the feeding point at a height from the finite ground
plane.

The selector switch connects a first end of a feed antenna
element selected from the plurality of feed antenna elements
to the feeding point.

The plurality of parasitic elements are arranged corre-
spondingly to the feed antenna elements, in which first ends
of the parasitic elements are connected to the finite ground
plane, and portions including second ends of the parasitic
elements are capacitively coupled with the feed antenna ele-
ments corresponding to the parasitic elements.

A first length of each parasitic element is approximately a
quarter of a wavelength of a radio frequency to be used, and

A length from the second end of each feed antenna element
to the feeding point is shorter than a first length of each
parasitic element.

Hereinafter, embodiments will be described in detail with
reference to the drawings.
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FIG.1 is a diagram of an antenna device according to a first
embodiment. FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional diagram taken along
a plane including parasitic elements 4-1, 4-3 of the antenna
device illustrated in FIG. 1. A cross-sectional diagram taken
along a plane including parasitic elements 4-2 and 4-4 is
identical to FIG. 2, and therefore not shown.

The antenna device illustrated in FIG. 1 includes a finite
ground plane 1, a feeding point P arranged on the finite
ground plane 1, a feed antenna 2 (2-0, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4),
a selector switch 3 and parasitic elements 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and
4-4.

The conductive element (feeder wire) 2-0 of the feed
antenna 2a is a linear element, in which one end of the
conductive element 2-0 is connected to the feeding point P
and the other end is directed to a direction perpendicular to the
ground plane.

Four branches (feed antenna elements) 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and
2-4 are linear conductive elements each arranged at a prede-
termined height (distance) from a surface of the finite ground
plane 1. Each of the branches is arranged in parallel with the
finite ground plane 1 and the branches are arranged in a radial
fashion centering around the feeding point P. In the present
embodiment, the branches are arranged at a distance approxi-
mately equal to each other (in the illustrated embodiment,
approximately at a 90 degree distance when viewed from
above). When viewed from the feeding point P side, the other
end of the conductive element 2-0 seems to branch into four
branches 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4. In the present embodiment,
each branch is a linear element but may be a planar element.

A length of each feed antenna element (see lengths .11 and
L13 of feed antenna elements 2-1 and 2-3 in FIG. 2), more
particularly, each electrical length including the conductive
element 2-0 from the other end (open end) of the feed antenna
element to the feeding point P is less than a quarter of a
wavelength corresponding to a radio frequency to be used.

The selector switch 3 is a multistage high frequency switch
that electrically switches to connect the other end of the
conductive element 2-0 to one end of any selected one of the
branches. Practically, as the selector switch 3, a PIN (P-in-
trinsic-N) diode switch, a FET (Field Effect Transistor)
switch, a MEMS (Micro Electro Mechanical System) switch
and the like are used. Which branch is selected is determined
depending on a control signal from outside.

The parasitic elements 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and 4-4 are inversed-L
conductive elements and each one end is connected to the
finite ground plane 1. More particularly, the parasitic ele-
ments 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and 4-4 include conductive elements 5-1,
5-2,5-3 and 5-4 parallel to the ground plane 1 and conductive
elements 6-1, 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4 connecting respective one end
of'the conductive elements 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 and 5-4 to the ground
plane 1. In the present embodiment, the conductive elements
are linear elements but may be planar elements. In this case,
surfaces of the planar elements corresponding to the conduc-
tive elements 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 and 5-4 may be either parallel to or
perpendicular to the finite ground plane 1. Further, the para-
sitic elements 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and 4-4 may be meander-shaped.

The conductive elements 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 and 5-4 are arranged
in parallel with and closely to the conductive elements 2-1,
2-2,2-3 and 2-4 with each other at a height higher than that of
the conductive elements 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4. When viewed
from above, the conductive elements 5-1,5-2,5-3 and 5-4 and
the conductive elements 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4 partially over-
lap with each other.

Note that, the case is one example and the present embodi-
ment is not limited to this case. For example, when viewed
from above, the conductive elements 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 and 5-4
may be arranged in alignment with the conductive elements
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2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4 such that the one ends of the conductive
elements 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 and 5-4 face the other ends of the
conductive elements 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4, respectively. Note
that, though design flexibility is decreased and utility is
spoiled in this case, this arrangement has potential to be
adopted in the case where large size of device is acceptable.
Further, the conductive elements 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 and 5-4 may be
arranged in such a manner as not to overlap the conductive
elements 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4 when viewed from above, at a
distance from the conductive elements 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4.
In this case, the conductive elements 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 and 5-4
may be arranged at a height the same as that of the conductive
elements 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4.

Each of the parasitic elements 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and 4-4 has a
length (L1, [.2, .3, and L4, respectively) of approximately a
quarter of a wavelength A corresponding to the radio fre-
quency to be used. The electrical length of the feed antenna
element from the open end to the feeding point is shorter than
a quarter of the wavelength and shorter than the parasitic
element as described above.

A portion on the open end side of the parasitic elements
4-1,4-2, 4-3 and 4-4 and a portion on the open end side of the
feed antenna (the other end side of the branches 2-1, 2-2,2-3
and 2-4) are adjacent to each other one-on-one as describe
above thereby to form capacitive coupling.

It is preferred that a distance between each of the parasitic
elements and each of' the branches for forming the capacitive
coupling is one tenth or less of the wavelength A. It is because
when the distance is one tenth or less of the wavelength,
coupling of charges at tips by electrostatic field is stronger
than other couplings (induced field+radiation field). Accord-
ingly, as is described below, more current flows in the para-
sitic element than the feed antenna during operation and
intended radiation property can be achieved.

With the above-described configuration, the radiation
directivity of the antenna can be changed. Hereinafter, the
operation of the antenna device will be described.

A radio signal fed from the feeding point P to the feed
antenna 2 flows as a high frequency current to one branch
selected by the selector switch 3 and capacitively couples
with the parasitic element among the parasitic elements 4-1,
4-2,4-3 and 4-4 which is close to the one branch. Thereby, the
high frequency current flows to the capacitively-coupled
parasitic element.

Atthis time, because the parasitic element has a total length
of a quarter of the wavelength A, corresponding to the radio
frequency, the parasitic element resonates stronger than the
feed antenna element having a shorter total length. As a result,
the high frequency current principally flows to the parasitic
element side. Accordingly, because when the selector switch
3 is switched, the parasitic element to which the high fre-
quency current flows is also switched, the radiation directivity
can be changed. Because a ground point of each parasitic
element can be arranged at a physically distant location each
other, the radiation pattern can be greatly changed though a
single switch is used.

Further, by significantly differentiating a length of the feed
antenna element from a length of the parasitic element and
reducing a current flowing to the feed antenna element, the
radiation directivity can be more greatly changed. Accord-
ingly, even in the case that a mounting space is small, the
antenna having variable radiation directivity can be easily
mounted.

Still further, because the size of the ground plane is finite,
the radiation directivity is influenced by a current flowing
through the finite ground plane 1. Because the parasite ele-
ment in which the high frequency current flows is switched, a
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current direction on the finite ground plane changes. As a
result, even the radiation directivity caused by the current on
the finite ground plane can be greatly changed.

Still further, because only a single packaged multistage
selector switch 3 is used as the variable element in the present
embodiment, cost can be reduced with less number of com-
ponents in comparison with related art. That is, it is not
necessary to arrange a variable reactance element for each
parasitic element as in the related art.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an antenna device according to a
second embodiment. An antenna device illustrated in FIG. 3
includes a finite ground plane 1, a feeding point P, a feed
antenna 12 (12-0, 12-1 and 12-2), a selector switch 13 and
parasitic elements 14-1 (15-1 and 16-1) and 14-2 (15-2 and
16-2).

Unlike the first embodiment, the feeding point P is
arranged on a side of the ground plane. And the feed antenna
12 has a shape branched into two branches when viewed from
the feeding point P side. That is, the number of branches of the
feed antenna 12 is two (12-1 and 12-2). Other configurations
are basically similar to those in the first embodiment.

One ends of the parasitic elements 14-1 and 14-2 are con-
nected with the corners of the rectangular finite ground plane
1, respectively. Each of conductive elements 15-1 and 15-2 of
the parasitic elements 14-1 and 14-2 is parallel with a side of
the finite ground plane 1. Other configurations are similar to
those of the parasitic elements in the first embodiment.

Other components are similar to those described in the first
embodiment and therefore description is omitted.

With the above-described configuration, the radiation
directivity of the antenna can be changed. Hereinafter, the
operation of the antenna device will be described.

Like the case in the first embodiment, by switching the
selector switch 13, the parasitic element through which the
high frequency current flows is switched to cause the radia-
tion directivity to change.

Inaddition, because the parasitic elements are connected to
the corners of the finite ground plane, the high frequency
current on the finite ground plane is switched to flow in two
diagonal directions of the finite ground plane 1, thereby
changing the radiation directivity greatly. Accordingly, the
radiation directivity can be greatly changed even in a state
where a height (length of each of the conductive elements
16-1 and 16-2) in a direction perpendicular to the finite
ground plane 1 of the parasitic element becomes small and
due to this, the radiation directivity is hard to be changed even
though switching the parasitic element through which the
high frequency current flows.

That is, in the case where a height (a length of each of the
conductive elements 16-1 and 16-2) in a direction perpen-
dicular to the finite ground plane 1 of the parasitic element is
small, the conductive elements 16-1 and 16-2 contribute to
radiation becomes smaller. Further, current components of
the conductive elements 15-1 and 15-2 and a current flowing
through the ground plane cancel each other out, so that con-
tribution to radiation becomes smaller. However, in the
present embodiment, by connecting the parasitic elements to
the corners of the finite ground plane, the current flowing in
the finite ground plane can be switched between diagonal
directions thereby changing the radiation directivity greatly.

Note that, because only a single selector switch is required,
cost can be reduced with less number of components, as in the
case of the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates radiation directivity in zx plane when the
antenna illustrated in FIG. 3 is analyzed. Definition of the
coordinate is illustrated in FIG. 3. A solid line represents the
case where the switch selects the branch 12-1 of the antenna
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in FIG. 3, and a dotted line represents the case where the
switch selects the branch 12-2 of the antenna in FIG. 3. As
illustrated in FIG. 4, radiation directivity biased to the
selected parasitic element side is produced with respect to +z
direction perpendicular to the finite ground plane 1, it can be
seen that radiation directivity can be greatly changed.

Though in the above-described first embodiment, four
parasitic elements are used, and in the second embodiment,
two parasitic elements are used, the number of parasitic ele-
ments is not limited to and may be any number more than one.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms
or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit of
the inventions.

The invention claimed is:

1. An antenna device comprising:

a finite ground plane;

a feeding point provided on the finite ground plane;

a plurality of feed antenna elements radially arranged
around the feeding point at a height from the finite
ground plane;

a selector switch to connect a first end of a feed antenna
element selected from the plurality of feed antenna ele-
ments to the feeding point; and

a plurality of parasitic elements arranged correspondingly
to the feed antenna elements,

wherein first ends of the parasitic elements are connected
to the finite ground plane, and portions including second
ends of the parasitic elements are capacitively coupled
with the feed antenna elements corresponding to the
parasitic elements,

wherein a length of each parasitic element is approxi-
mately a quarter of a wavelength of a radio frequency to
be used,

wherein a length from a second end of each feed antenna
element to the feeding point is shorter than the length of
each parasitic element, and

wherein the finite ground plane has arectangular shape, the
first ends of the parasitic elements are connected to
corners of the finite ground plane, respectively, and none
of the parasitic elements is provided with a switch.

2. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein a
distance between each feed antenna element and one of the
parasitic elements corresponding thereto is equal to or less
than one tenth of the wavelength of the radio frequency to be
used.
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3. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein each
of' the parasitic elements is an inverted-L element.

4. The antenna device according to claim 3, wherein:

each of the parasitic elements includes a first conductive
element parallel to the finite ground plane and a second
conductive element, a first end of the second conductive
element being connected to one end of the first conduc-
tive element, and a second end of the second conductive
element being connected to the finite ground plane,

each of the feed antenna elements corresponding to respec-
tive ones of the parasitic elements is parallel to the finite
ground plane, and

the first conductive element of each of the parasitic ele-
ments is arranged at a higher height than a height of each
of the feed antenna elements.

5. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein the
first ends of two parasitic elements are connected to respec-
tive adjacent corners of the finite ground plane, and the feed-
ing point is arranged between the respective adjacent corners
in the finite ground plane.

6. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein the
selector switch selects the feed antenna element from the feed
antenna elements according to an externally-provided control
signal.

7. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein the
feed antenna elements are arranged apart from each other at
substantially equal intervals.

8. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein each
of the feed antenna elements includes a linear-shaped con-
ductive element.

9. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein each
of'the feed antenna elements includes a plate-shaped conduc-
tive element.

10. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein each
of'the parasitic elements includes a linear-shaped conductive
element.

11. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein each
of the parasitic elements includes a plate-shaped conductive
element.

12. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein each
of' the parasitic elements includes a meander-shaped conduc-
tive element.

13. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein the
selector switch includes a PIN (P-intrinsic-N) diode switch, a
FET (Field Effect Transistor) switch, or a MEMS (Micro
Electro Mechanical System) switch.

14. The antenna device according to claim 1, wherein the
first ends of the parasitic elements are connected to respective
outermost corners of the finite ground plane.
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